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Washington, DC - Congressman Travis W. Childers will manage a bill on the floor of the House of Representatives for
the first time around 12:00 P.M. Eastern Time today.  



The legislation that Congressman Childers will manage is styled H.R. 6276, the "Public Housing Disaster Relief Act of
2008", which removes Section 9 (K) of the United States Housing Act of 1937.  H.R. 6276 strikes that section of the
Housing Act in order to reduce red tape for public housing authorities to get natural disaster relief assistance from FEMA.  



"Basically, this legislation removes bureaucratic red tape," Congressman Childers said about the bill.  "And, it also
eliminates a sense of ambiguity between two federal agencies who are putting fingers at one another, which is the last
thing they should be doing in the event of a natural disaster." 



To date, Section 9 (K) has never been funded, and FEMA has continually cited this section for the reasons why they are
not allocating funding to rebuild Public Housing Authorities that have been destroyed by a natural disaster.  The Housing
Act is statutorily written such that the Department of Housing and Urban Development has authority under section 9 (K)
to disburse funds to public housing authorities in the event of a disaster; however, no money has ever been appropriated
for Section 9 (K) since it was authorized into law.    



Congressman Childers is managing the legislation as part of his responsibilities of serving on the prestigious Financial
Services Committee in the House of Representatives.  The Congressional Budget Office estimates the costs of H.R. 6276
will be zero over 5 years, meaning the bill conforms to PAYGO rules which Congressman Childers staunchly supports. 
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